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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to apDlicant's amendment dated 7/2/2004 , 

2. K The allowed claim(s) is/are 31-35, 37-46 and 48. renumbered as1-16 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 02 July 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received, 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage appiicafion from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to the applicant's annendment dated 7/2/2004. 

Claims 1-30 are canceled by the applicant. 

Claims 31-48 are added and are pending in this action. 



Response to Amendment 

1 . In view of the amendment to the Drawings, the examiner's objection to FIG.2 is 
withdrawn. 

2. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because FIG.2 is not in publishable condition. Applicant is advised to employ 
the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. In view of the amendment to the Specification, the examiner's objection is 
withdrawn. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

The examiner and the applicant, on 12/2/2004 in a telephone interview, discussed 
new claims 31-48, and patentability of each of the three independent claims 31 , 38 and 
44. It was agreed that the claims are allowable based on the following examiner's 
admendments: 
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4. As per Claims 32,33,34.35 and 37: The 1^* line of each claim should begin with the 
recitation, "The method of Claim 31". 

5. The applicant has canceled Claim 36. 

6. The applicant has canceled Claim 47. 

7. The applicant has amended Claim 31 beginning at line 10 as follows; "determining 
that the buffer circuit is operational i n r e spons e to a strob e window d e f i n e d by th e first 
s i gna l and th e s e cond s i gna l sat i sfy i ng cr i t e r i a assoc i at e d w i th prop e r op e rat i on by 
generating a pass signal in response to a difference between the delay of the strobe 
signal associated with the first signal and the delay of the strobe signal associated with 
the second signal being indicative of an improper strobe window .". 

8. The applicant has amended Claim 44 beginning at the last line 9. as follows: 
"integrated circuit is operational based upon the status signal indicating a pass status in 
response to a difference between the delay of the strobe signal associated with at least 
one latched bit differing from its corresponding driven bit and the delay of the strobe 
signal associated with all latched bits differ from their corresponding driven bits being 
indicative of a proper strobe window .". 

9. It was also agreed that Claim 38 is allowable in its present form. 

Therefore, as a result of the examiner's amendment above, Claims 31-35, 37-46 
and 48 remain pending in this action. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 31-35. 37-46 and 48 are allowed. 
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1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior arts 
of Sine and Kobayashi taken alone, or in combination failed to teach, anticipate, 
suggest, or render obvious the claimed invention or the method steps of the application. 
Specifically, the prior arts failed to teach, anticipate, suggest, or render obvious the 
following: 

As per Claims 31 and 44: 

The references failed to teach the generation of a pass signal in response to the 
difference between the first-fail and all-fail signals being within a given window. 
As per Claim 38: 

The references failed to teach the generation of a fail signal if the first-fail and all- 
fail signals are not generated within a defined limitation. 

Consequently, Claims are allowed over the prior arts of record. Claims 32-35, 
37, 39-43, 45-46 and 48 are directly or indirectly dependent upon Claims 31 , 38 and 44, 
and therefore are also allowable over the prior arts of record. In total, Claims 31-35, 37- 
46 and 48 are allowed, and are renumbered as Claims 1-16.. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John P Trimmings whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0714. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 7:30 AM 
to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert DeCady can be reached on 703-305-9595. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




John P Trimmings 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2133 
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